Conference on:  Rainwater Harvesting in the River Basin for Climate Change Adaptation

Rationale

Climate change is here to stay, at least for the next hundred years or so.  Our task, and our responsibility, is to prepare for its whims. Our country, the Philippines, is one of the most vulnerable in Southeast Asia.

The Philippine Watershed Management Coalition (PWMC), with its supporting partners, the River Basin Control Office of the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) and the Bureau of Soil and Water Management of the Department of Agriculture (DA), acutely aware of the impact of climate change on the water regime, is initiating this conference on Rainwater Harvesting for the 10th general assembly of the Coalition.

 The basin, the catchment, the watershed, is the " playing field"  of water. So how do we catch water so that it will not hurt us … so that we will continue living, with the other plants and creatures, in our particular watershed?   
PWMC advocates that we retain, recharge and reuse rainwater in the watershed, thus this conference.  Managing rainwater well in the watershed starts with the recognition that rainwater supports ecosystem services.  It is needless to say that rainwater and rainwater intervention do affect the provisioning, regulating, cultural and supporting services of the ecosystems.  Various versions of rainwater harvesting, as a traditional and modern technology, are accessed or invented by humanity to improve such ecosystem services so that quality life can be attained and sustained. 
We are under threat of hazardous living in the realm of climate change; but we can eke out a quality life still by adapting to the risks and hazards as our ancestors did.  The conference shall take a look at the various ecosystems within the watershed and the role of rainwater in each. 
Forests -- Until recently, we thought we can dodge climate change by planting and planting millions of trees.  But wait, let us pause and look at the functions of a forest and how forests are created and recreated.   A healthy forest could catch and store a million gallons of rain per hectare and keep our rivers flowing and our aquifers filled up to the brim.  This is only possible if our forests have healthy forest soils and communities of closely linked living organisms; because forests are not only trees. 
Agricultural lands -- We also change forest land to agricultural land to feed ourselves. How far should we change how we use the land before we disturb the balance of water use inside the watershed?  And how do we compensate for our used resources?  Rainwater, if utilized where it falls will minimize the use of diverted water for agriculture. We can retain and use rainwater as it falls, recharge ground water, keep moisture in soil and reuse same water downstream.  
Urban areas -- The settlements inside the watershed and their industries, need water; but how much?  How much of rain can they use and how much of ground water and how much of diverted surface water?  What can we learn from other cities and good practices of corporations with social responsibility?

Last but not least, who are the possible drivers of this change and the call to conserve and utilize rainwater?  The conference would like to take a look at the local government, the private sector, and science and technology.  How may the practice of rainwater harvesting be embedded in local governance?  Why do developed countries call rainwater harvesting a sunrise industry? Is there a scientific tool which could help us balance the water we need in the various land uses inside the watershed?
These are some of the hundred and one questions the members of the Philippine Watershed Management Coalition are asking.  Through this conference, and with the help of the River Basin Control Office and the Bureau of Soil and Water Management, we would like to seek the answers.

Who may benefit? 

The primary participants of the Conference are the members of the Philippine Watershed Management Coalition of which 75% comes from the local government units.   Invitation shall be sent to the League of Municipalities,  the League of provinces and the League of Cities since PWMC is a member of the Philippine Consortium of Good Local Governance chaired by ULAP or the Union of Local Authorities of the Philippines.

With a cross-section of participants from LGUs to NGAs, academe NGOs and POs, we hope to see a significant group of decision makers being influenced by the Conference.  We expect the participants to take action, and this will be reflected in their resolutions and action plans.

Objectives and Methodology

Objective:  At the end of three days, the participants will be able to draft resolutions and action plans toward a policy on managing rainwater in their respective realm of influence,  showing conservation of water and land in the river basin/ watershed; and  thus protecting/ enhancing ecological services under the vicissitudes of climate change.

Day 1 –Discussion of main topics:  climate change and water and ecological services in the         

             watershed.
Discussions on how may rainwater harvesting enhance the services of forest land, agricultural land, and urban settlements.
Concurrent sessions for shared papers, reports, good practices, posters,  and other materials will be held in the afternoon.
Day 2 –Discussions on how some rainwater harvesting technologies and strategies to adapt to climate change and how to sustain the drive towards rainwater harvesting adoption. 
Day 3 – Field Trip: a choice of:


Demonstration Areas at the Tigum-Aganan Watershed

Municipality of Bingawan, the SFR city

Ferrocement tanks used in Ivisan, Capiz and the rest of the province, 2 decades old
Flow of ideas and topics:

	Key Ideas
	Topics

	Climate Change
	Climate Change : Impact on Water

	Ecological Services
	Managing ecological services in the watershed  and the role of rainwater harvesting

	Forest
	Rainforestation: Keeping the forest as a rainwater harvesting system

	Farms
	Rainwater Harvesting in Philippine Agriculture

	Settlements
	Rainwater Harvesting for Urban Ecological Services

	
	Rainwater Harvesting in the Cities

	Flood plain
	Rainwater Harvesting for flood Mitigation

	Local government
	Embedding Rainwater Harvesting in Local Governance

	Private Sector
	Corporate Social Responsibility for water

The Rainwater Harvesting Industry 

	Science and Technology
	Modeling the Green and Blue Water Flow in the Watershed: A Decision Support System


Concurrent sessions will be held in the afternoon to listen to papers, report on good practices, posters, rainwater art works and other expressions for sharing on the topics:

· Rainwater for food security, 
· Rainwater for health and sanitation, 
· Rainwater harvesting in industries,  
· Rainwater harvesting for flood mitigation, 
· Storm water management,  
· Legal issues and resolutions, 
· Advocating rainwater harvesting, 
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