UNEP Conference on “The Greening of Water Law in Africa: Managing Freshwater Resources for People and the Environment”
10-12 November 2010, Kampala, Uganda
DRAFT ANNOTATED AGENDA
DAY 1

Chairperson:     Dr. Callist Tindimugaya, Water Resources Regulation Commissioner, Directorate of Water and Environment, Ministry of Water and Environment of Uganda
8:30 - 9:00        Registration of participants 

Opening 
9:00 - 9:30
Opening Remarks by Mr. Bakary Kante, Director of the Division of Environmental Law and Conventions, United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)

Keynote Address, Hon. Maria Mutagamba, Minister of Water and Environment of Uganda (tbc) 
9.30 – 12.30 
Session 1:  The water crisis in Africa: a crisis of governance
The high rates of population growth in the African continent and the subsequent increased demand from the agricultural and domestic sectors for freshwater resources have increased the pressure on the resources. Water contamination is increasing across the continent, due to unsustainable use and extraction of freshwater, pollution from both source and non-source points (such as agriculture, household wastewater discharge, mining and sanitation), population pressures, and urbanization. As a consequence, concentrations of waste frequently exceed the ability of rivers to assimilate them, and water-borne and water-based diseases have become widespread. The vast majority of Africa's population continues to rely on unsafe water sources, which themselves are exposed to increasing contamination and pollution as a result of the continent's prevailing inadequate and inefficient water management policies. 


The Session will be made up of pertinent presentations on the topic together with facilitated discussions, 30 min. Coffee/Tea Break.

* Water in Crisis: Of People and the Environment


* Regional Challenges and Opportunities


* The Impact of Climate Change on Freshwater Policy and Governance in Africa
14.00 – 17.30
Session 2:  The Evolution of Water Law and the Foundations for a Greening of Water Law
In light of growing concern for the distress in the state of fresh water resources, governments have become increasingly under pressure to institute new and innovative policies and strategies to improve management of freshwater resources. In particular, the negative impacts of unsustainable water use on human population, ecosystems and their dependent species have created a growing movement toward a greening of water management and law.  


The Session will be made up of pertinent presentations on the topic together with facilitated discussions, 30 min. Coffee/Tea Break.


* The Foundations for a Greening of Water Law


* The Evolution of International Water Law


* The Unique Situation of (Transboundary) Aquifers


* Regional Aspects of a Greening of Water Law
DAY 2

9.00 – 16.30 
Session 3:  National Aspects of Greening Water Law
Existing national governance structures are, in many African countries, primarily geared towards providing policy, legal and institutional frameworks for satisfying human water demand.  Often these frameworks insufficiently, if at all, address the protection and sustainable use of the actual freshwater resources and their related ecosystem services.  This session will discuss the greening concept in the context of specific provisions or processes that countries might incorporate into their domestic laws and regulations, and considers the expected benefits and possible drawbacks of the various approaches.


The Session will be made up of pertinent presentations on the topic
 together with facilitated discussions, 2 x 30 min. Coffee/Tea Break, Lunch Break between 12.30 and 14.00.

* Environmental Impact Assessments (EIAs)

* Pollution prevention and abatement


* Environmental criteria in water permits and licenses

* Water allocations for environmental purposes and water rights trading

* Minimum environmental flows 

* Reserved waters and protected areas and zones

* Controlling groundwater exploitation

* Environmental services payments
16.30 – 17.30 
Session 4:  Conclusions and Recommendations
This session will discuss the way forward for the process of greening water law in Africa and its benefits in terms of managing freshwater resources in a more sustainable way for both the people and the environment. It will also address the role of UNEP and the international community at large in promoting this process. The session will be concluded by the adoption of an outcome document.
DAY 3
Optional: Field Visit/Excursion organized by the Ministry of Water and Environment of Uganda.
� It is envisaged that these are conducted by country representatives, i.e. give national perspectives which can then be compared to and discussed by the other participants.
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