EMERGING QUESTIONS IN ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES 
FOR POLITICAL SCIENCE AND POLICY 

CALL FOR PAPERS
For the 
IPSA Conference in Montréal, Canada, 2008.

By the Research Committee 46, “Global environmental change”. 

Global environmental pressures are increasingly affecting the decision-making process, its objectives and its study. While the last 20 years or so have seen the diffusion of sustainable development and participatory procedures and norms in decision-making, the urgency and severity of global environmental changes and their impacts on our societies raise several fundamental philosophical, theoretical questions, among which, the question of the environmental efficacy of participation or even sustainable development itself. Indeed, to take one example, there are indications among some international organizations that adaptation and mitigation to climate change may well come to replace sustainable development as a way to re-conceptualise and practice development in the years to come. At the same time, policy makers at all levels, are increasingly calling upon sociologists and political scientists to assist them in understanding the social dimensions of environmental issues. 

As a means to pave the way for the 2009 Santiago Congress, we propose the following theme of discussion for the Research Committee 46 – Global environmental change – panel at the Montreal Conference: 
EMERGING QUESTIONS IN ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES FOR POLITICAL SCIENCE AND POLICY.
We are interested in papers that will explore new questions raised by the environment for both political studies and political practices:
 

- Up-to-date literature reviews on specific environmental issues
- Links between environment and democracy in sustainable development: theoretical and empirical issues
- Empirical examples of environmental decision-making

- Theoretical/philosophical issues for political studies in global environmental change 
- Alternative (participatory or non-participatory) procedures, policies or programmes for environmental decision-making and policies

- Knowledge (expert and lay knowledge) in environmental decision-making and how to deal with knowledge conflicts

Paper proposals are to sent to the co-directors of the CR 46 before October 31st:

Matthijs Hisschemöller
matthijs.hisschemoller@ivm.vu.nl
Or 

Stéphane La Branche

asosan95@hotmail.com
