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Visit of the Ivorian Minister for Water and Forestry

 Mr. Boueka Nabo, Minister for Water and Forestry of Côte <st1:country-region w:st="on">d'Ivoire
</st1:country-region>, leading a large delegation from his ministry, visited the International Office for Water, in
<st1:city w:st="on"><st1:place w:st="on">Paris</st1:place></st1:city> on 12 July 2011.

<o:p> </o:p>

<p class="MsoNormal" style="text-align:justify;background:whitesmoke;vertical-align: top">The interviews of the
Ivorian delegation with the Office were an opportunity for the Minister to underline the willingness of the governmental
Authorities of his country to be part of a partnership and of a powerful exchange network of international cooperation
to develop the organization and capacity for water management and introduce measures to protect this natural
resource.<o:p></o:p>

<p class="MsoNormal" style="text-align:justify;background:whitesmoke;vertical-align: top">He wished to promote a
technical partnership and mutual collaboration in order to fully use all available expertise.<o:p></o:p>

<p class="MsoNormal" style="text-align:justify;background:whitesmoke;vertical-align: top">Among the key points,
leading to collaborations in which IOWater could provide support were discussed including : the preservation and
integrated management of water resources, development of water uses, capabilities for operation and governance,
professional training, quality and quantity monitoring of the resources that were once very abundant in Côte
d&rsquo;Ivoire, but are currently experiencing a severe decline due to changes in natural balance caused by
deforestation, agricultural development and urbanization resulting from rapid population growth.<o:p></o:p>
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